e science museum "Espaço Ciência Viva" is part of the Rio de Janeiro Technology Network, the Latin American and Caribbean Network for the Popularization of Science (RedPop), and the Brazilian Association of Science Centers and Museums (ABCMC). ECV exhibitions are prepared in a way so that the public is able to participate in the activities and interact with material (Cavalcanti & Persechini, 2011; Paula et al., 2014) . e museum was created with the aim of actively disseminating science among visitors. is means that watching a demonstration, or listening or reading about a given subject is not enough; one must act and try to nd the answers for the own questions.
e public of the science museum "Espaço Ciência Viva" is extremely diversi ed, including school groups from the most diverse regions of Rio de Janeiro, from elementary to high school students, young adults, people with special needs, local residents, undergraduate and graduate students, training teachers, and professionals from di erent areas.
On the last Saturday of each month, the museum opens with a speci c event for the public called "Saturday of Science", which receives in average 300 visitors (Paula et al., 2014) . e main topics covered by this event are related to health and environmental issues, which have been increasingly involving the academic community (Paula et al., 2014) .
In partnership with the ECV, the National Institute Museums and science centers are important for dissemination and popularization of science, representing cultural spaces for knowledge construction (Paula et al., 2014) . e "Espaço Ciência Viva" (ECV) or "Life Science Space" is considered one of the rst participatory science museums in Brazil (Kurtenbach et al., 2004) . is museum was founded by a group of scientists, researchers and educators who were interested in bringing science closer to people's everyday life. e ECV was created in 1982, in a 1600 m² warehouse provided by the Government of the State of Rio de Janeiro, located at Saens Peña Square, in Tijuca. In contrast to formal museums, a sign at the entrance of the ECV ("Please, touch everything, but with care!") invites visitors to actively interact with science (Rubini et al., 2008) 
